DRAFT

May __, 2008

Honorable (Council Member's Name)

(District Office Address)

Dear Council Member (Last Name):

I (we) am(are) writing to ask you to support the restoration of the Mayor's $300,000 in cuts to the Landmarks Preservation Commission's (LPC) budget for Fiscal Year 2009.

As you may know, since 1991 LPC's budget has grown from $3.6 Million to $4.3 Million, a 16% increase in funding. However, when LPC's current budget is adjusted for inflation in 1991 dollars, it is clear that it has actually decreased by $800,000. This represents a 35% decrease in LPC's buying power over a time period when their workload more than tripled!. 

I (we) believe that LPC's budget must be put on course for an increase of at least $1 million, which will give them the staff, resources and technology they need to run an open, efficient agency. Given the difficult budget year ahead, I (we) am (are) asking you, at a minimum, to help restore the Mayor's proposed cuts to LPC's budget. Please support the renewal of last year’s $300,000 increase and establish this increase as a baseline for future LPC budgets.

Thank you for your consideration.   

Sincerely,

cc. Council Speaker Christine Quinn

cci. Council Member Jessica Lappin



